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SoftBank and OPTiM Commence Trials that Utilize Drones
and Other Smart Agriculture Solutions in Obihiro
Companies to verify how drones and Al can improve agricultural productivity

SoftBank Corp. ("SoftBank”) and OPTiM Corporation ("OPTiM") jointly announced the launch of trials
using smart agriculture solutions, including drones. The trials started in December 2017, and are being
run in cooperation with Hinogawa Farm in the Kiyokawa area of Obihiro City, Hokkaido, Japan.

SoftBank and OPTiM are testing the fixed-wing drone "OPTiM Hawk" in large-scale wheat fields in the
Kiyokawa area of Obihiro City (approximately 580 ha). Crop growth in the region is being analyzed
using aerial photography images. At Hinogawa Farm, the field management system “Agri Field
Manager” is also being used. This system collects field data that spans temperature, humidity, sunlight,
soil temperature, soil moisture, and electrical conductivity. The field conditions observed by the drone
images and other information collected from farmers will be stored in the agricultural record support
app “Agri Assistant.” Project members will work toward realizing integrated crop management and
commercialization. In addition, these trials have been selected by SoftBank as part of their Second
SoftBank Innovation Program under the theme of "Drones x Al x Agriculture.”

*SoftBank aims to create new value by combining SoftBank resources with companies that offer innovative
solutions and technologies. For details, please visit the SoftBank Innovation Program official website
(https://imww.softbank.jp/en/biz/innovation/)

Roles of Each Cooperating Organization

SoftBank: network, 10T platform

OPTiM: OPTiM Smart Agriculture Solutions

Hinokawa Farm: trial locations and advice

Kiyokawa Area Wheat Production Association: trial locations and initiative support
Obihiro City Kawanishi Agricultural Cooperative Association: initiative support
Tokachi Mainichi Newspaper, Inc.: initiative support

Obihiro City Agriculture and Administration Department, Agricultural Affairs Division:
observation of demonstration experiments
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SoftBank OPTIM

Trial Images

Wide-range aerial imaging by OPTiM Hawk
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